THE instrument consists of a sliding scale to which the bougies arer attached, and it is so arranged that the distance which the bougie projects beyond the end of the Eustachian catheter is automatically marked on the scale. The instrument, including the bougies, is made entirely of metal and so is easily sterilized by boiling; but bougies of gum-elastic or other material can be used if desired.
DISCUSSION.
The PRESIDENT (Mr. Richard Lake) said the instrument was an ingenious; one, and it was easily sterilizable, whereas a gum-elastic one was not.
Dr. FITZGERALD POWELL said he was interested to see the instrument,. as he thought the bougie for this purpose was a thing of the past. He had not encountered cases which required the use of a bougie, though Dr. Kelson seemed to have had such to treat. There must be only a small proportion of cases in which it was impossible to secure the patency of the tube through the catheter. There was probably not much danger in the use of the instrument in experienced hands if employed very carefully. It certainly was not an instrument for promiscuous use.
Mr. SYDNEY SCOTT had found the bougie very useful in a few selected cases-i.e., to clear a temporary obstruction such as thick mucus, and so thus remove an obstacle to inflation. He would be a little afraid to use such fine bougies as Dr. Kelson had shown because of the risk of making false passages.
Mr. H. F. MOLE also expressed the fear that such a fine bougie might cause injury. Some cases admittedly were improved by the passage of a bougie, specially perhaps those which were improved by Politzerization but in which this improvement was very temporary. D-23
Dr. KELSON replied that he would like to know what members would do when, being satisfied that they had got the catheter in the right position, they found they were unable to get a satisfactory result, owing to the interposition of something, such as a plug of mucus. His instrument provided a means of removing such obstruction. When emphysema was caused it was because the instrument was not in the right place, but had perforated not the tube but the adjacent soft tissue. Metal catheters without any bougie were liable to do this occasionally.
Case of Lateral Sinus Thrombosis, with Pymmia. By F. F. MUECKE, F.R.C.S. THE patient, a male, aged 46, was sent to the London Hospital from the Eastern Fever Hospital, into which place he was admitted -two days previously as a case of typhoid fever. The history commenced nine weeks previously with severe earache on the left side, which was -quickly followed by a discharge. The discharge was maintained for seven and a half weeks, when it suddenly stopped and the patient was seized with what he took to be a bilious attack-headache, malaise, nausea, &c. The attack gradually increased in severity, and at the end of eight days he was sent to the Fever Hospital, where he developed -stiffness and pain on the left side of the neck.
On admission his temperature was 102'50 F., pulse 100. He was ,obviously extremely ill, but complained of nothing except the pain in the neck. There was no headache, no nausea or vomiting, no mastoid redness or tenderness, and no auricular displacement. A bead of pus was seen coming through a small perforation in the upper half of the drum, and there was redness and oedema at the upper posterior angle of the bony mleatus. The neck presented a diffuse red, tender swelling along the course of the internal jugular vein. No definite history of a rigor could be obtained, only obscure shivering attacks. An examination of his blood showed an increase in the polynuclear neutrophiles and large hyaline cells, and a pure culture of streptococci was obtained from a finger puncture. The cerebrospinal fluid was normal. At the operation the lateral sinus at its-bend was found to be gangrenous, and the vein was thrombosed from almost the torcula to the innominate vein. The internal jugular was ligatured below the clot and the upper part dissected out and stitched to the upper anale of the incision. The facial vein, being partly thrombosed, was also liga-
